
Shoftim Torah Reading for 5785/2025

Torah Portion for Shoftim : Deuteronomy 16:18-17:13

18. Judges and officers shall you appoint in all
your gates, which the Eternal your God gives
you, throughout your tribes; and they shall
judge the people with just judgment.

19. You shall not pervert judgment; you shall
not respect persons, nor take a bribe; for a
bribe blinds the eyes of the wise, and
perverts the words of the righteous.

20. Justice, only justice shall you pursue, that
you may live, and inherit the land which the
Eternal your God gives you.

21. You shall not plant you an Ashera of any
tree near the altar of the Eternal your God,
which you shall make.

22. Neither shall you set you up any image;
which the Eternal your God hates.

Chapter 17

1. You shall not sacrifice to the Eternal your
God any bull, or sheep, where there is a
blemish, or anything evil; for that is an
abomination to the Eternal your God.

2. If there is found among you, inside any of
your gates which the Eternal your God gives
you, man or woman, who has done
wickedness in the sight of the Eternal your
God, in transgressing his covenant,

3. And has gone and served other gods, and
worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or
any of the host of heaven, which I have not
commanded;

4. And it is told you, and you heard of it, and
inquired diligently, and, behold, it is true, and
the thing certain, that such abomination is
done in Israel;



5. Then shall you bring forth that man or that
woman, which has committed that wicked
thing, to your gates, that man or that woman,
and shall stone them with stones, till they die.

6. By the mouth of two witnesses, or three
witnesses, shall he who deserves death be
put to death; but by the mouth of one
witness he shall not be put to death.

7. The hands of the witnesses shall be first
upon him to put him to death, and afterwards
the hands of all the people. So you shall put
the evil away from among you.

8. If there arises a matter too hard for you in
judgment, between blood and blood,
between plea and plea, and between plague
and plague, being matters of controversy
inside your gates; then shall you arise, and
get to the place which the Eternal your God
shall choose;

9. And you shall come to the priests the
Levites, and to the judge who shall be in
those days, and inquire; and they shall
declare to you the sentence of judgment;

10. And you shall do according to the
sentence, which they of that place which the
Eternal shall choose shall declare to you; and
you shall take care to do according to all that
they inform you;

11. According to the sentence of the Torah
which they shall teach you, and according to
the judgment which they shall tell you, you
shall do; you shall not decline from the
sentence which they shall declare to you, to
the right hand, nor to the left.

12. And the man who will act
presumptuously, and will not listen to the
priest who stands to minister there before
the Eternal your God, or to the judge, that
man shall die; and you shall put away the evil
from Israel.

13. And all the people shall hear, and fear,
and do no more presumptuously.



Shoftim Haftarah Reading for 5785/2025

Haftarah for Shoftim : Isaiah 51:12-52:12

12. I, I myself, am he who comforts you; who
are you, that you should be afraid of a man
who shall die, and of the son of man who
shall be made as grass;

13. And have forgotten the Eternal your
maker, who has stretched forth the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth; and
have feared continually every day because of
the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready
to destroy? and where is the fury of the
oppressor?

14. He who is bowed down shall speedily be
released, and he shall not die in the pit, nor
shall his bread fail.

15. And I am the Eternal your God, who stirs
up the sea, whose waves roar; The Eternal of
hosts is his name.

16. And I have put my words in your mouth,
and I have covered you in the shadow of my
hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay
the foundations of the earth, and say to Zion,
You are my people.

17. Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem,
who has drunk at the hand of the Eternal the
cup of his fury; you have drunk to the dregs
the bowl of staggering.

18. There is none to guide her among all the
sons whom she has brought forth; nor is
there any who takes her by the hand among
all the sons whom she has brought up.

19. These two things have befallen you; who
shall console you? Desolation, and
destruction, and the famine, and the sword;
by whom shall I comfort you?

20. Your sons have fainted, they lie at the
head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net;
they are full of the fury of the Eternal, the
rebuke of your God.



21. Therefore hear now this, you afflicted,
and drunken, but not with wine;

22. Thus says your Eternal the Eternal, and
your God who pleads the cause of his people,
Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup
of staggering, the deep bowl of my fury; you
shall no more drink it again.

23. But I will put it into the hand of those who
afflict you; who have said to your soul, Bow
down, that we may pass over; and you have
laid your body like the ground, and like the
street, for them to pass over.

Chapter 52

1. Awake, awake; put on your strength, O
Zion; put on your beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city; from now on there
shall no more come to you the uncircumcised
and the unclean.

2. Shake yourself from the dust; arise, and sit
down, O Jerusalem; loose yourself from the
bands of your neck, O captive daughter of
Zion.

3. For thus says the Lord, You have sold
yourselves for nothing; and you shall be
redeemed without money.

4. For thus says the Lord God, My people
went down the first time to Egypt to sojourn
there; and the Assyrian oppressed them
without cause.

5. Now therefore, what have I here, says the
Lord, that my people is taken away for
nothing? Those who rule over them howl,
says the Lord; and my name continually every
day is blasphemed.

6. Therefore my people shall know my name;
therefore they shall know in that day that I
am he who speaks; behold, here I am.



7. How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him who brings good news, who
announces peace; who brings good news of
good, who announces salvation; who says to
Zion, Your God reigns!

8. The voice of your watchmen is heard;
together shall they sing; for they shall see eye
to eye, when the Lord returns to Zion.

9. Break forth into joy, sing together, you
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has
comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem.

10. The Lord has made bare his holy arm in
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of
the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

11. Depart, depart, go out from there, touch
no unclean thing; go out from her midst; be
clean, you who bear the utensils of the Lord.

12. For you shall not go out with haste, nor
go by flight; for the Lord will go before you;
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.


