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Parashat Chukkat + Haftarah for 5782/2022

Torah Portion for Chukkat: Numbers 20:1-17

1. Then came the people of Israel, the
whole congregation, into the desert of Zin
in the first month; and the people abode in
Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was
buried there.

2. And there was no water for the
congregation; and they gathered
themselves together against Moses and
against Aaron.

3. And the people quarrelled with Moses,
and spoke, saying, Would God that we had
died when our brothers died before the
Lord!

4. And why have you brought up the
congregation of the Lord into this
wilderness, that we and our cattle should
die there?

5. And why have you made us come out of
Egypt, to bring us in to this evil place? This
is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or
of pomegranates; nor is there any water to
drink.

6. And Moses and Aaron went from the
presence of the assembly to the door of
the Tent of Meeting, and they fell upon
their faces; and the glory of the Lord
appeared to them.

7. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,

8. Take the rod, and gather the assembly
together, you, and Aaron your brother, and
speak to the rock before their eyes; and it
shall give forth his water, and you shall
bring forth to them water out of the rock;
so you shall give the congregation and their
beasts drink.

9. And Moses took the rod from before the
Lord, as he commanded him.

10. And Moses and Aaron gathered the
congregation together before the rock,
and he said to them, Hear now, you rebels;
must we fetch you water out of this rock?
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11. And Moses lifted up his hand, and with
his rod he struck the rock twice; and the
water came out abundantly, and the
congregation drank, and their beasts also.
12. And the Lord spoke to Moses and
Aaron, Because you did not believe me to
sanctify me in the eyes of the people of
Israel, therefore you shall not bring this
congregation into the land which I have
given them.

13. This is the water of Meribah, because
the people of Israel strove with the Lord,
and he was sanctified in them.

14. And Moses sent messengers from
Kadesh to the king of Edom, Thus said your
brother Israel, You know all the adversity
that has befallen us;

15. How our fathers went down to Egypt,
and we have lived in Egypt a long time; and
the Egyptians dealt harshly with us, and
with our fathers;

16. And when we cried to the Lord, he
heard our voice, and sent an angel, and has
brought us out of Egypt; and, behold, we
are in Kadesh, a city in the edge of your
border;

17. Let us pass, | pray you, through your
country; we will not pass through the
fields, or through the vineyards, nor will we
drink of the water of the wells; we will go
by the king’s high way, we will not turn to
the right hand nor to the left, until we have
passed your borders.
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Haftarah for Chukkat: Judges 11:12-32

12. Jephthah sent messengers to the king of
the Ammonites, saying, What have you to do
with me, that you come against me to fight in
my land?

13. And the king of the Ammonites answered
to the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel
took away my land, when they came up from
Egypt, from Arnon to Jabbok, and to the
Jordan; now therefore give back those lands
peacefully.

14. And Jephthah sent messengers again to
the king of the Ammonites;

15. And said to him, Thus said Jephthabh, Israel
did not take away the land of Moab, nor the
land of the Ammonites;

16. But when Israel came up from Egypt, and
walked through the wilderness to the Red Sea,
and came to Kadesh;

17. Then Israel sent messengers to the king of
Edom, saying, Let me, | beseech you, pass
through your land; but the king of Edom would
not listen to it. And in like manner they sent to
the king of Moab; but he would not consent;
and Israel stayed in Kadesh.

18. Then they went along through the
wilderness, and around the land of Edom, and
the land of Moab, and came by the east side of
the land of Moab, and camped on the other
side of Arnon, but came not within the border
of Moab; for Arnon was the border of Moab.
19. And Israel sent messengers to Sihon king
of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and
Israel said to him, Let us pass, we beseech you,
through your land into my place.

20. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass
through his border; but Sihon gathered all his
people together, and camped in Jahaz, and
fought against Israel.

21. And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon
and all his people to the hand of Israel, and
they defeated them; so Israel possessed all the
land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that
country.

22. And they possessed all the borders of the
Amorites, from Arnon to Jabbok, and from the
wilderness to the Jordan.
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23. So now the Lord God of Israel has
dispossessed the Amorites from before his
people Israel, and should you possess it?
24. Will not you possess that which
Kemosh your god gives to you to possess?
So whoever the Lord our God shall drive
out from before us, them will we possess.
25. And now are you any better than Balak
the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he
ever strive against Israel, or did he ever
fight against them,

26. While Israel lived in Heshbon and her
towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in
all the cities that are along the borders of
Arnon, for three hundred years? Why
therefore did you not recover them during
that time?

27. Therefore | have not sinned against
you, but you do me wrong to war against
me; the Lord the Judge be judge this day
between the people of Israel and the
Ammonites.

28. And the king of the Ammonites listened
not to the words of Jephthah which he
sent him.

29. Then the spirit of the Lord came upon
Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and
Manasseh, and passed over Mizpah of
Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he
passed over to the Ammonites.

30. And Jephthah vowed a vow to the
Lord, and said, If you shall without fail
deliver the Ammonites into my hands,

31. Then it shall be, that whatever comes
out of the doors of my house to meet me,
when | return in peace from the
Ammonites, shall surely be the Lord’s, and |
will offer it up for a burnt offering.

32. So Jephthah passed over to the
Ammonites to fight against them; and the
Lord delivered them into his hands.
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