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MISHNA: A sin-offering, which atones for unwitting performance of transgressions
punishable by karet, and a definite guilt-offering, which is brought for robbery and
misuse of consecrated items, atone for those sins. Death and Yom Kippur atone for sins
when accompanied by repentance. Repentance itself atones for minor transgressions,
for both positive mitzvot and negative mitzvot. And repentance places punishment for
severe transgressions in abeyance until Yom Kippur comes and completely atones for
the transgression. With regard to one who says: | will sin and then I will repent, I will sin
and | will repent, Heaven does not provide him the opportunity to repent, and he will
remain a sinner all his days. With regard to one who says: | will sin and Yom Kippur will
atone for my sins, Yom Kippur does not atone for his sins. Furthermore, for
transgressions between a person and God, Yom Kippur atones; however, for
transgressions between a person and another, Yom Kippur does not atone until he
appeases the other person.
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Similarly, Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya taught that point from the verse: “From all your sins
you shall be cleansed before the Lord” (Leviticus 16:30). For transgressions between a
person and God, Yom Kippur atones; however, for transgressions between a person and
another, Yom Kippur does not atone until he appeases the other person. In conclusion,
Rabbi Akiva said: How fortunate are you, Israel; before Whom are you purified, and
Who purifies you? It is your Father in Heaven, as it is stated: “And | will sprinkle
purifying water upon you, and you shall be purified” (Ezekiel 36:25). And it says: “The
ritual bath of Israel is God” (Jeremiah 17:13). Just as a ritual bath purifies the impure, so
too, the Holy One, Blessed be He, purifies Israel.
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Rabbi Yitzhak said: One who angers his friend, even only verbally, must appease him, as
it is stated: “My son, if you have become a guarantor for your neighbor, if you have
struck your hands for a stranger, you are snared by the words of your mouth... Do this
now, my son, and deliver yourself, seeing you have come into the hand of your
neighbor. Go, humble yourself [hitrapes] and urge [rehav] your neighbor” (Proverbs
6:1-3). This should be understood as follows: If you have money that you owe him, open
the palm of [hater pisat] your hand to your neighbor and pay the money that you owe;
and if not, if you have sinned against him verbally, increase [harbe] friends for him, i.e.,
send many people as your messengers to ask him for forgiveness.
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Rav Hisda said: And one must appease the one he has insulted with three rows of three
people, as it is stated: “He comes [yashor] before men, and says: | have sinned, and
perverted that which was right, and it profited me not” (Job 33:27). Rav Hisda interprets
the word yashor as related to the word shura, row. The verse mentions sin three times: |
have sinned, and perverted, and it profited me not. This implies that one should make
three rows before the person from whom he is asking forgiveness.
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Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina said: Anyone who asks forgiveness of his friend should not ask
more than three times, as it is stated: “Please, please forgive the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, for they did evil to you. And now, please forgive” (Genesis 50:17).
The verse uses the word please three times, which shows that one need not ask more
than three times, after which the insulted friend must be appeased and forgive. And if
the insulted friend dies before he can be appeased, one brings ten people, and stands
them at the grave of the insulted friend, and says in front of them: I have sinned against
the Lord, the God of Israel, and against so-and-so whom | wounded.
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The Gemara relates that Rabbi Yirmeya insulted Rabbi Abba, causing the latter to have a
complaint against him. Rabbi Yirmeya went and sat at the threshold of Rabbi Abba’s
house to beg him for forgiveness. When Rabbi Abba’s maid poured out the dirty water
from the house, the stream of water landed on Rabbi Yirmeya’s head. He said about
himself: They have made me into a trash heap, as they are pouring dirty water on me. He
recited this verse about himself: “Who lifts up the needy out of the trash heap” (Psalms
113:7). Rabbi Abba heard what happened and went out to greet him. Rabbi Abba said to
him: Now | must go out to appease you for this insult, as it is written: “Go, humble
yourself [hitrapes] and urge your neighbor” (Proverbs 6:3).
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It is related that when Rabbi Zeira had a complaint against a person who insulted him, he
would pace back and forth before him and present himself, so that the person could
come and appease him. Rabbi Zeira made himself available so that it would be easy for
the other person to apologize to him.
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It is further related that Rav had a complaint against a certain butcher who insulted him.
The butcher did not come before him to apologize. On Yom Kippur eve, Rav said: | will
go and appease him. He met his student Rav Huna, who said to him: Where is my Master
going? He said to him: | am going to appease so-and-so. Rav Huna called Rav by his name
and said: Abba is going to kill a person, for surely that person’s end will not be good. Rav
went and stood by him. He found the butcher sitting and splitting the head of an animal.
The butcher raised his eyes and saw him. He said to him: Are you Abba? Go, | have
nothing to say to you. While he was splitting the head, one of the bones of the head
flew out and struck him in the throat and killed him, thereby fulfilling Rav Huna’s
prediction.
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The Gemara further relates: Rav was reciting the Torah portion before Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi.
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Rabbi Hiyya, Rav’s uncle and teacher, came in, whereupon Rav returned to the
beginning of the portion and began to read it again. Afterward, bar Kappara came in,
and Rav returned to the beginning of the portion out of respect for bar Kappara. Then
Rabbi Shimon, son of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, came in, and he returned again to the
beginning of the portion. Then, Rabbi Hanina bar Hama came in, and Rav said to himself:
Shall I go back and read so many times? He did not return but continued from where he
was. Rabbi Hanina was offended because Rav showed that he was less important than
the others. Rav went before Rabbi Hanina on Yom Kippur eve every year for thirteen
years to appease him, but he would not be appeased.

Wp2Y X 17207 07 WRang 93 :X3°17 12 001 027 R 2937 T2y )
IR KT 037 TAY 0T LRI 027 CIRY 27 1ony whwn And g
VYYD 92 Y 7 Pavn — vhiTn By vaynn 93!

The Gemara asks: How could Rav act this way? Didn’t Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina say:
Anyone who requests forgiveness from another should not ask more than three times?
The Gemara answers: Rav is different, since he was very pious and forced himself to act
beyond the letter of the law. The Gemara asks: And how could Rabbi Hanina act this way
and refuse to forgive Rav, though he asked many times? Didn’t Rava say: With regard to
anyone who suppresses his honor and forgives someone for hurting him, God pardons
all his sins?
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The Gemara explains: Rather, this is what happened: Rabbi Hanina saw in a dream that
Rav was being hung on a palm tree, and he learned as a tradition that anyone about
whom there is a dream in which he was being hung on a palm tree will become the head
of a yeshiva. He said: Learn from this that providence has decreed that he must
eventually become the head of the yeshiva. Therefore, | will not be appeased, so that he
will have to go and study Torah in Babylonia. He was conscious of the principle that one
kingdom cannot overlap with another, and he knew that once Rav was appointed leader,
he, Rabbi Hanina, would have to abdicate his own position or die. Therefore, he delayed
being appeased, so that Rav would go to Babylonia and be appointed there as head of
the yeshiva. In this way, the dream would be fulfilled, as Rav would indeed be appointed
as head of a yeshiva, but since he would be in Babylonia, Rabbi Hanina would not lose his
own position.



