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EVENING SERVICE FOR SUKKOT

In some congregations baskets of fruit are carried into the
Synagogue. At the end of the service they may be taken into the
Sukkah where Kiddush is recited.

Some congregations kindle the Festival lights at the beginning of
the Service.

Blessed are You, our Living God, Sovereign of the universe,
whose commandments make us holy and who commands us to
light the (Sabbath and) Festival candles.

Blessed are You, our Living God, Sovereign of the universe,
who has kept us alive and supported us and brought us to this sea-
son.

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you gather in
the produce of the land you shall celebrate the Festival of the
Eternal....

You shall stay in fragile shelters for seven days; all who belong

to Israel shall stay in shelters. So that all your generations may

know that I made the family of Israel stay in fragile shelters
when I brought them out from the land of Egypt, 1, the Eternal,
your God.

(Leviticus 23:39, 42-43)

God who provides food for our body and soul, we celebrate
before You the contrasts of our life, the poverty and plenty we
have experienced. We remember how we wandered through the
wilderness nourished and sustained by Your presence. For we are
on a journey through time and space, fleeing an eternal Egypt on
our way to a promised land of freedom.

Our souls abide beneath the shelter of Your peace. We live our
lives in the shadow of Your presence. Into Your hands we entrust
our souls, and with our souls our bodies also, for in every gener-
ation You work to redeem us, God of truth. Our eyes cannot see
You, and our minds cannot fathom Your ways, yet we too follow
You through the wilderness of this world, trusting You in our
hearts. Protect us on our journey and bless our struggle. Forgive
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In some congregations baskets of fruit are carried into the
Synagogue. At the end of the service they may be taken into the
Sukkah where Kiddush is recited.

Some congregations kindle the Festival lights at the beginning of
the Service.
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God who provides food for our body and soul, we celebrate
before You the contrasts of our life, the poverty and plenty we
have experienced. We remember how we wandered through the
wilderness nourished and sustained by Your presence. For we are
on a journey through time and space, fleeing an eternal Egypt on
our way to a promised land of freedom.

Our souls abide beneath the shelter of Your peace. We live our
lives in the shadow of Your presence. Into Your hands we entrust
our souls, and with our souls our bodies also, for in every gener-
ation You work to redeem us, God of truth. Our eyes cannot see
You, and our minds cannot fathom Your ways, yet we too follow
You through the wilderness of this world, trusting You in our
hearts. Protect us on our journey and bless our struggle. Forgive
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57 EVENING SERVICE — SUKKOT

us when we stray and lead us back into the paths of peace and
goodness. Refresh us with Your joy so that we may help build
the land You have promised to the righteous, in a world where all
may live in freedom and peace.

One of the following two songs:

Right and left, only sand and sand;
an endless yellow desert with no trail.
A caravan passes, moving slowly

like wondrous figures in a dream.

Rhythmic notes rise and fail.
Camels trudge through sad terrain.
Ding dang, ding dang - the wandering song.
Quietly bearing, quietly pacing.
Yaakov Fishman

So I ' looked for You in the holy place,

to see Your power and Your glory.

My soul is thirsty for You,

my flesh is pining for You. [Repeated 2 or 3 times]
Psalm 63:3,2

The following study passage or the one on the facing page:

By moving into the sukkah for a week, Jews demythologize solid
walls and controllable security. It is not a renunciation of self-
protection but a recognition of its limits. One should accept vul-
nerability and live more deeply, rather than build thick walls that
are intended to protect from hurt but end up cutting us off from
life. The sukkah does not deny the value of a solid home or of
human effort; fifty-one weeks a year Jews are allowed to live in
homes and are encouraged to build up the world and increase
security and well-being. But the sukkah teaches that builders of
homes should be able to give them up or move out if necessary.
Renunciation is the secret of mastery....

The joy of Sukkot is a celebration of the privilege of starting on
the road to freedom, knowing that to finish the task is not decisive
but failure to start is.

Irving Greenberg
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us when we stray and lead us back into the paths of peace and
goodness. Refresh us with Your joy so that we may help build
the land You have promised to the righteous, in a world where all
may live in freedom and peace.
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The following study passage or the one on the facing page:

But we are not allowed to linger in the sheltering shade of Sinai /

... We must leave our time together with God and go out into the WANDERING
AND REST

world. We must start on our wanderings through the wilderness...
The Festival of Sukkot is the feast of both wanderings and rest.
In memory of those long wanderings of the past which finally led
to rest, the members of the family do not have a happy meal in the
familiar rooms of the house but under a roof which is quickly con-
structed, a makeshift roof with heaven shining through the gaps.
This serves to remind the people that no matter how solid our
house may seem, no matter how temptingly it beckons to rest and
safe living, it is still just a shelter which gives us a pause in the
long wanderings through the wilderness of centuries.
Based on Franz Rosenzweig




59 EVENING SERVICE — SUKKOT

Within the reading of the following passages the text of Psalm 121
Is sung:

Whenever the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, the children of

Israel went forward on all their travels (Exodus 40:36). The chil-

dren of Israel journeyed from Rameses and encamped at Sukkot.
And they journeyed from Sukkot and encamped at Etham which
is on the edge of the wilderness.

And they journeyed from Etham and turned back to Pi-Hahiroth ...

and they encamped before Migdol.
And they journeyed from Hahirot and passed through the midst
of the sea into the wilderness ... and encamped at Marah.

11ift up my eyes to the hills;
where shall I find my help?
My help is from the Creator,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And they journeyed from Marah and came to Elim, where there
were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees ...
And they journeyed from Elim and encamped by the Sea of
Reeds.
And they journeyed from the Sea of Reeds and encamped in the
wilderness of Sin.
And they journeyed from the wilderness of Sin and encamped at
Dofkah.

God will not allow your foot to slip,
for your guardian does not slumber.
Know that the guardian of Israel
never slumbers and never sleeps.

And they journeyed from Dofkah and encamped at Alush.
And they journeyed from Alush and encamped at Refidim where
there was no water for the people to drink.
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Within the reading of the following passages the text of Psalm 121
is sung:
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61 EVENING SERVICE — SUKKOT

And they journeyed from Refidim and encamped in the wilderness
of Sinai.
And they journeyed from the wilderness of Sinai and encamped
at Kivrot-hatta’avah.
And they journeyed from Kivrot-hatta’avah and encamped at Hat-
zerot.
And they journeyed from Hatzerot and encamped at Ritmah ...
(Numbers 33:5-18)

The Creator is your guardian,
your shade at your right hand.
The sun will not strike you by day
nor the moon by night.

And we journey from our land to exile, and from exile to our land.
And we journey from slavery to freedom, slavery to freedom, in
the pathways of our lives.

And we journey through deserts without water and pastures of

plenty.

And we journey through joys without measure and sorrows
without relief.

And we journey through times without meaning and days without

rest.

And we journey through festivals of gladness and seasons of
hope.

The Creator will guard you from all evil,
guarding your soul,

guarding your going out and your coming in
now and for evermore.
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IN GOD’S
SHELTER

63 EVENING SERVICE — SUKKOT

Psalm 84

For the choirmaster. Upon the Gittit.

For the sons of Korach. A psalm.

How lovely where Your presence dwells
Source of all creation.

My soul is longing, pining
for the courts of the Eternal.

My heart and my flesh sing out
to the Living God.

Even a sparrow finds a home
and a swallow her own nest
in which to lay her young -

such are Your altars, Source of all creation,
my Sovereign and my God.

Happy are those who live in Your house
and can always praise You.
Happy the pilgrim inspired by You,
they journey to You in their heart.
They pass through the dry sad valley
and make it seem a place of springs,
as if the early rain covered it with blessings.
They go from strength to strength
to appear before God in Zion.

O God, Source of all creation, hear my prayer,
listen, God of Jacob!

God, our shield, look
and watch over Your anointed!

For one day in Your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the doorway
of the house of my God
than live at ease in the tents of the wicked.

T
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65 EVENING SERVICE — SUKKOT

For the Living God is a sun and a shield,
the Creator gives favour and glory,
not witholding goodness
from those who walk in integrity.

Source of all creation,
happy the one who trusts in You!
From Psalm 84

On Shabbat the service continues on page 81, on weekdays on
page 85
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On Shabbat the service continues on page 80, on weekdays on
page 84.




85 EVENING SERVICE

All Festival evening services continue here

Psalm 122
A Pilgrim Song. David’s

JOURNEYING 1 rejoiced when they said to me:
10 ‘Let us go to the house of God!’
JERUSALEM. And now our feet are standing
inside your gates, O Jerusalem!
Jerusalem rebuilt! As a city
where all are united together.
Here the tribes came up,
the tribes of God
- for it is the mark of Israel
to thank the name of God.
There were the seats of justice,
the thrones of the house of David.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,
may those who love you prosper.
Peace be within your walls,
tranquillity inside your homes.

For the sake of my family and friends
I call out, ‘Peace be with you!’

For the sake of the house of the Eternal our God,
I will seek your good.

THE CALL T0  Bless the One whom we are called to bless.

COMMUNITY . o
PrAYER  Blessed is the Living God, whom we are called to bless forever

and ever.

THE  Blessed are You, our Living God, Sovereign of the universe,
CREATOR OF whose word brings on the evening twilight; who opens the gates of
THE  qawn with wisdom and with foresight makes times pass and sea-
UNIVERSE . . .

sons change. Your plan sets the stars in their courses in the sky,
creating day and night, turning light into darkness and darkness
into light. You make the day fade away and bring on the night,
separating day and night. You are the ruler of the hosts of heaven.

Blessed are You God, who brings on the evening twilight.
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All Festival evening services continue here
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GOD’S LOVE
FOR ISRAEL

THE GOD OF
ISRAEL

FIRST DAY
PESACH

ISRAEL’S
LIBERATION

87 EVENING SERVICE

With everlasting love have You loved Your people, the family
of Israel. Teaching and practice, duty and justice - these You have
taught us. Therefore, our God and Guide, we think upon all this
before we sleep and when we wake, and rejoice and delight in
Your teaching and its practice forever and ever, for they are our
life and the measure of our days. We keep them in mind both day
and night. Never take Your love away from us. Blessed are You
God, who loves Your people Israel.

Hear O Israel, the Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One.

Blessed is the knowledge of God’s glorious kingdom forever and
ever.

Love the Living God with all your heart, and all your soul, and
all your might. These words that I command you today shall be
upon your heart. Repeat them to your children, and talk about
them when you sit in your home, and when you walk in the street;
when you lie down and when you rise up. Hold fast to them as a
sign upon your hand, and let them be as reminders before your
eyes. Write them on the doorposts of your home and at your
gates.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

During the silence the traditional second and third paragraphs
may be read (page 97) or those appropriate to the festival. First
day Pesach, page 87; Seventh Day Pesach, page 89; Shavuot,
page 91; Sukkot, page 93; Simchat Torah, page 95.

The children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Sukkot, about
six hundred thousand men on foot, as well as women and children.
A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very many cattle,
both flocks and herds. They baked unleavened cakes of the dough
which they had brought out of Egypt. It was not leavened because
they were driven out of Egypt and could not delay, and they had
not provided food for the journey.

The time the children of Israel stayed in Egypt was four hundred
and thirty years. And on the very day the four hundred and thirty
years ended, all the hosts of the Eternal went out from the land of
Egypt. It was a night of vigil by the Eternal, to bring them out of
the land of Egypt. So this same night is a night of vigil kept by all
the people of Israel for the Eternal throughout their generations.

Exodus 12:37-42
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During the silence the traditional second and third paragraphs
may be read (page 96) or those appropriate to the festival. First

day Pesach, page 86, Seventh Day Pesach, page 88; Shavuot,
page 90; Sukkot, page 92; Simchat Torah, page 94.
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ISRAEL’S
TRUST

SEVENTH
DAY PESACH

JACOB’S
STRUGGLE

89 EVENING SERVICE

God, You are my God,
with longing do I seek You.
My soul is thirsty for You,
my flesh is pining for You
in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.

So I looked for You in the holy place,

to see Your power and glory.

Because Your love is better than life,

my lips shall praise You.

So I'bless You as long as I live,

in Your name I raise my hands in prayer.

My soul is satisfied as at a feast,

my mouth and lips sing out Your praise.

I remember You as I lie down,

and think about You through the night,

for You have been my help,

and in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy.

My soul clings to You,
Your right hand supports me.
Psalm 63:2-9

The evening service continues on page 99.

Jacob arose that night and took his two wives and two hand-
maids and his eleven children and passed over the Yabbok cross-
ing. He took them and sent them over the river, sending over all
that he had. Then Jacob remained alone and a man wrestled with
him until the dawn arose. When he saw he could not defeat him,
he struck the hollow of his thigh and Jacob’s thigh was wrenched
in wrestling with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go,” because the
dawn was rising. But he said, ‘I will not let you go until you bless
me.” So he said to him, ‘What is your name?” And he answered,
‘Jacob.” So he said, ‘No longer shall your name be Jacob but
Israel, for you have struggled with God and with men and have
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The evening service continues on page 98.
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ISRAEL’S
FAITH

SHAVUOT

THE
COVENANT
WITH
CREATION

91 EVENING SERVICE

prevailed.” Then Jacob asked, ‘Tell me now your name.’” But he
said, ‘Why do you ask my name?” And he blessed him there.
Then Jacob called the name of that place, Peniel, ‘The Face of
God’, because ‘I have seen God face to face and my life has been
saved.” Then the sun arose as he passed over from Penuel, and he
was limping on his hip.

Genesis 32:23-32

The Egyptians pursued them and overtook them encamped be-
side the sea, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his com-
manders and army beside Pi-hahirot before Baal-Tzefon. As
Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel raised their eyes - See!
Egypt was coming after them! Then they were terribly afraid and
the children of Israel cried out to the Eternal. They said to Moses:
‘There weren’t enough graves in Egypt that you brought us to die
in the wilderness! What is this that you have done to us, bringing
us out of Egypt. Isn’t this what we said when we spoke to you in
Egypt saying, Keep away from us and let us serve the Egyptians,
for it is better for us to be slaves to Egypt than to die in the wilder-
ness.” Then Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Take up your
position and see the deliverance that the Eternal will accomplish
for you this day, for as you have seen Egypt today you will never
see them again. The Eternal will battle for you and you must be
still.’

Exodus 14:9-14

The evening service continues on page 99.

God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant which I establish
between Myself and you and every living creature with you, to
endless generations:

My bow I set in the cloud,

the sign of the covenant between Myself and the earth.
When I cloud the sky over the earth,

the bow shall be seen in the cloud.

Then I will remember the covenant which I have made between
Myself and you and living things of every kind. Never again shall
the waters become a flood to destroy all living creatures. The bow
shall be in the cloud; when I see it, it will remind Me of the
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The evening service continues on page 98.
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THE
COVENANT
WITH ISRAEL

SUKKOT

THE
JOURNEY OF
ABRAHAM

93 EVENING SERVICE

everlasting covenant between God and living things on earth of
every kind.” God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant
which [ make between Myself and all that lives on earth.’

Genesis 9:12-17

In the third month after Israel had left Egypt, they came to the
wilderness of Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and entered the
wilderness of Sinai, where they encamped, pitching their tents
opposite the mountain. Moses went up the mountain of God and
the Eternal called to him from the mountain and said, ‘Speak thus
to the house of Jacob, and tell this to the children of Israel: You
have seen with your own eyes what I did to Egypt, and how I have
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you here to Me. If only
you will now listen to Me and keep My covenant, then out of all
the peoples you shall become My special possession; for the whole
earth is Mine. You shall be My kingdom of priests, My holy
nation. These are the words you shall speak to the children of

Israel.’
Exodus 19:1-6

The evening service continues on page 99.

The Eternal said to Abram: Go for your own sake, from your
land and your birthplace and your father’s house to the land which
I shall show you. And I will make you into a great nation and I
will bless you and make your name great so that you become a
blessing. I will bless those that bless you, and I will curse those
who degrade you, and in you shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed. So Abram went as the Eternal had spoken to him, and
with him went Lot. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when
he left Haran. And Abram took with him Sarai his wife and Lot
his nephew and all their possessions that they had gathered and all
the people they had gained in Haran, and they left to go to the land
of Canaan, and they came to the land of Canaan.

Genesis 12:1-5
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The evening service continues on page 98.
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THE
JOURNEY
OF ISRAEL

SHEMINI
ATZERET/
SIMCHAT
TORAH

THE OUTER
TORAH

95 EVENING SERVICE

Remember the way which the Eternal your God led you these
forty years in the wilderness, to make you humble and test you to
know what was in your heart - would you keep God’s command-
ments or not. God humbled you and made you hunger, then fed
you with manna which you did not know, neither did your
ancestors, so that you might know that people do not live by bread
alone, but that people live through all that comes from the mouth
of the Creator. Your clothing did not wear out, and your feet did
not swell, these forty years. So know in your heart that just as a
man disciplines his son, so the Eternal your God disciplines you.
So keep the commandments, walking in God’s ways in awe. For
the Eternal your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing through valleys
and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land in which you
will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig
copper. And you shall eat and be satisfied and you shall bless the
Eternal your God for the good land God has given you.

Deuteronomy 8:2-10

The service continues on page 99.

Now, Israel, pay heed to the laws and judgments that I am teach-
ing you to apply so that you may live and enter and inherit the land
which the Eternal, the God of your ancestors, is giving to you.
Do not add to the word which I command you and do not take
away from it, but keep the commandment of the Eternal your God
which I command you today...

See, I have taught you laws and judgments, just as the Eternal
my God commanded me, that you should apply in the land that
you are entering to inherit. Keep them and do them, for they are
your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the peoples who
will hear all these laws and say, ‘What a wise and understanding
people is this great nation!” For what nation is there that has God
so close to them as is the Eternal our God whenever we call? And
what great nation has laws and fair judgments like all this Torah
which I am setting before you today?

Deuteronomy 4:1-2,5-8
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THE INNER
TORAH

THE
TRADITIONAL
PARAGRAPHS

97 EVENING SERVICE

See, the days are coming, so says the Eternal, when I will make
a new covenant with the House of Isracl and the House of Judah.
It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors on
the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land
of Egypt, for they set aside that covenant even though I was like a
husband to them, says the Eternal. But this shall be the covenant
which I will make with the House of Israel after those days, says
the Eternal: I will put My Torah within them and write it upon
their hearts, then I shall be their God and they shall be My people.
Then people will no longer instruct their neighbour or kin saying,
‘Know the Eternall’, for all shall know Me, from the least to the
greatest, says the Eternal.
Jeremiah 31:31-34

The service continues on page 99.

This will happen if you listen carefully to My commands which
1 give you today, to love and to serve the Eternal your God with
all your heart and all your soul. I shall then give your land rain at
the right time, the autumn rain and the spring rain, so that you can
harvest your corn, your wine and your oil. I shall also give grass
in your fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be full. Take
care that your heart is not deceived into straying, obeying other
gods and worshipping them. The anger of the Eternal will then
blaze out against you. God will shut up the sky. There will be no
rain. The land will not produce, and you will quickly be
destroyed from the good land which the Eternal gives you. So put
these words of Mine in your heart and in your soul, and hold fast
to them as a sign upon your hand and as reminders before your
eyes. Repeat them to your children, and talk about them when you
sit in your home, and when you walk in the street, when you lie
down and when you rise up. Write them on the doorposts of your
home and at your gates. Then you and your children may live
long on the good land that the Eternal promised to give your
ancestors, as long as there is a sky over the earth.
‘ Deuteronomy 11:13-21
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OUR
REDEEMER

GOD’S GIFTS
- PEACE, JOY
AND REST

99 EVENING SERVICE

The Eternal said to Moses: ‘Speak to the children of Israel and
tell them that each generation shall put tassels on the corner of
their clothes, and put a blue thread on the corner tassel. Then
when this tassel catches your eye, you will remember all the com-
mands of the Eternal and do them. Then you will no longer
wander after the desires of your heart and your eyes which led you
to lust. Then you will remember all My commands and do them
and you will be set apart for your God. I am the Eternal your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your own
God. 1, the Eternal, am your God.

Numbers 15:37-41

All evening services continue here

All this 1s true and firmly held by us, that You are our Living
God and no other exists, and that we are Israel, Your people. You
perform great deeds beyond research, too wonderful to tell. Your
children saw Your power, praised and thanked Your name, and
willingly accepted Your rule over them. With great joy Moses and
the children of Israel answered You in song, all of them saying:

‘God, who is like You among the gods people worship!

Who, like You, is majestic in holiness,

awesome in praise, working wonders!’

Almighty God, Your children saw Your rule over the Sea of

Reeds. All of them honoured You as Sovereign, saying: ‘God
shall rule forever and ever!’

And it is prophesied: ‘For the Almighty has set Jacob free and
rescued him from a hand stronger than his own.’

Blessed are You God, who rescues Israel.

Source of our life and our Sovereign, cause us to lie down in
peace and rise again to enjoy life. Spread over us the covering of
Your peace, guide us with Your good counsel and save us for the
sake of Your name. Be a shield about us, turning away every
enemy, disease, violence, hunger and sorrow. Shelter us in the
shadow of Your wings, for You are a God who guards and pro-
tects us, a ruler of mercy and compassion. Guard us when we go
out and when we come in, to enjoy life and peace both now and
forever, and spread over us the shelter of Your peace. Blessed are
You God, spreading the shelter of peace over us, over Your people
Israel and over all the world.
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THE AMIDAH

GOD OF
HISTORY

101 EVENING SERVICE

On Shabbat

The children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sab-
bath as a timeless covenant for all generations. It is a sign between
Me and the children of Israel forever. For in six days the Creator
made heaven and earth and on the seventh day ceased from work

and was at rest.
Exodus 31:16-17

These are the festivals of the Almighty which you shall proclaim
at their appointed time as holy gatherings.
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Leviticus 23:4

The half Kaddish (page 111) may be inserted here.

My God, open my lips and my mouth shall declare Your praise.

One of the following two paragraphs

Blessed are You, our God
and God of our ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of
Isaac and God of Jacob, the
great,the mighty and the
awesome God, God beyond,
generous in love and kind-
ness, and possessing all.
You remember the good
deeds of our ancestors and
therefore in love bring res-
cue to the generations, for
such is  Your being.
Sovereign who helps and
saves and shields. Blessed
are You God, the shield of
Abraham.

Blessed are You, our God and
God of our ancestors, God of
Abraham and God of Sarah, God
of Isaac and God of Rebecca, God
of Jacob, God of Rachel and God
of Leah, the great, the mighty and
the awesome God, God beyond,
generous in love and kindness,
and possessing all. You remember
the good deeds of our ancestors
and therefore in love bring rescue
to the generations, for such is
Your being. Sovereign who helps
and saves and shields. Blessed
are You God, the shield of
Abraham and Sarah.
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The half Kaddish (page 110) may be inserted here.
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GOD OF
MIGHT

GOD OF
HOLINESS

. THE
HOLINESS
OF THE
FESTIVAL

103 EVENING SERVICE

You are the endless power that renews life beyond death; You
are the greatness that saves.

(On First Day Pesach add: making the wind blow and the rain
fall.)

You care for the living with love. You renew life beyond death
with unending mercy. You support the falling and heal the sick.
You free prisoners, and keep faith with those who sleep in the
dust. Who can perform such mighty deeds, and who can compare
with You, a Sovereign who brings death and life, and renews sal-
vation! You are faithful to renew life beyond death. Blessed are
You God, who renews life beyond death.

You are holy, dwelling in the prayers
of Israel.

You are holy and
Your Name is holy
and those who seek
holiness praise You
day by day.

Holy, holy, holy is the Creator of
all, whose glory fills all the earth.

Blessed are You
Eternal, the Holy
God.

Blessed is God’s glory
revealed in every place.

The Almighty shall rule forever!
Your God, O Zion, for all gener-
ations!

Praise God! Blessed are You Eternal,
the Holy God.

You chose to love us from among all peoples and delight in us,
exalting us in holiness among the nations through Your com-
mands. Our Sovereign, You summoned us to serve You, by bear-
ing Your great and holy name.

With love You gave us [Sabbaths for rest and] festivals for joy
and seasons of gladness,

On Shabbat: this Sabbath of rest and

On Pesach: this Festival of Unleavened Bread,
the season of our freedom,

On Shavuot: this Festival of Weeks, the season of

giving us the Torah,

;
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105 EVENING SERVICE

On Sukkot: this Festival of Shelters, the season
of our rejoicing,
On Simchat Torah: this Eighth Day of Completion, the

season of our rejoicing in the Torah,
gathering us together in holiness to recall the Exodus from Egypt.

Our God and God of the generations, may Your regard and con-
cern for us and for our ancestors, for the time of our redemption,
for Jerusalem the city of Your holiness and for all Your people,
the family of Israel, come close to You and please You. Renew in
us the love of freedom and goodness, the growth of grace, kind-
ness and compassion, for a happy, peaceful life.” On this day of

On Pesach: the Festival of Unleavened Bread,
On Shavuot: the Festival of Weeks,
On Sukkot: the Festival of Shelters,
On Simchat Torah: this Eight Day of Completion,
Our Living God

remember us for our good, (Amen)

bring us Your blessing, (Amen)

and grant us a good life. (Amen)

Spare us, and have compassion upon us according to Your
promise of deliverance and mercy. Our eyes are turned towards
You, Source of salvation and mercy.

Bestow on us the blessing of Your festivals, and make us worthy
of the new life, joy and peace You promised us. Make us holy
through Your commands and let us share in the work of Your
Torah. Satisfy us with Your goodness, and let our souls know the
joy of Your salvation. Purify our hearts to serve You in truth. In
Your love and goodwill, let us inherit [the Sabbath and] Your holy
festivals with joy and happiness and may all Israel who seek holi-
ness, find their happiness, fulfilled in You. Blessed are You God,
who hallows Israel and the festivals.
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THANKS-
GIVING
AND PEACE

MEDITATION

107 EVENING SERVICE

Be pleased with Your people Israel and listen to their prayers.
In Your great mercy delight in us so that Your presence may rest
upon Zion. Our eyes look forward to Your return to Zion in
mercy. Blessed are You God, ever restoring Your presence to
Zion.

We declare with gratitude that You are our God and the God of
the generations before us. You are our Rock, the Rock of our life
and the Shield that saves us. In every generation we thank You
and recount Your praise for our lives held in Your hand, for our
souls that are in Your care, and for the signs of Your presence that
are with us every day. At every moment, at evening, morning and
noon, we experience Your wonders and Your goodness. You are
goodness itself, for Your mercy has no end. You are mercy itself,
for Your love has no limit. Forever have we put our hope in You.
And for all these things may Your name, our Sovereign, be
blessed, exalted and honoured forever and ever. May every living
being thank You; may they praise and bless Your great name in
truth for You are the God who saves and helps us. Blessed are
You God, known as goodness, whom it is right to praise.

Set true peace upon Your people Israel forever. For You are the
only source of peace, and in Your eyes it is good to bless Your
people at every time and in every hour with Your peace. Blessed
are You God, blessing Your people with peace.

At the conclusion of the Amidah, private prayers may be added.

My God, keep my tongue from causing harm and my lips from
telling lies. Let me be silent if people curse me, my soul still
humble and at peace with all. Open my heart to Your teaching and
give me the will to practise it. May the plans and schemes of those
who seek my harm come to nothing. May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O God, my
Rock and my Redeemer.

May the Maker of peace in the highest bring this peace upon us
and upon all Israel. Amen.
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At the conclusion of the Amidah, private prayers may be added.
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BUILDING
THE
KINGDOM OF
GOD:

THE DUTY OF
ISRAEL

THE HOPE
FOR
HUMANITY

109 EVENING SERVICE

SIMCHAT TORAH
Those congregations that have a procession and/or Torah service
continue on page 241. Kiddush is on page 365

It is our duty to praise the Ruler of all, to recognise the great-
ness of the Creator of first things, who has chosen us from all
peoples by giving us Torah. Therefore we bend low and submit,
and give thanks before the supreme Sovereign, the Holy One,
whose name be blessed, who extends the limits of space and makes
the world firm, whose glory extends through the universe beyond
and whose strength into farthest space. This is our God, no other
exists. Our ruler is truth; the rest is nothing. It is written in the
Torah: ‘Realise today and take it to heart: That God is Sovereign
in the heavens above and on the earth beneath; no other
exists.’ (Deuteronomy 4:39).

Therefore, Almighty God, we put our hope in You. Soon let us
witness the glory of Your power; when the worship of material
things shall pass away from the earth, and prejudice and supersti-
tion shall at last be cut off; when the world will be set right by
Your rule, and all humanity shall speak out in Your name, and all
the wicked of the earth shall turn to You. Then all who inhabit
this world shall meet in understanding, and shall know that to You
alone each one shall submit, and pledge themselves in every
tongue. In Your presence, Almighty God, they shall bow down
and be humble, honouring the glory of Your being. All shall
accept the duty of building Your kingdom, so that Your reign of
goodness shall come soon and last forever. For Yours alone is the
true kingdom, and only the glory of Your rule endures forever. So
it is written in Your Torah: ‘God shall rule forever and ever.’
(Exodus 15:18)

So it is prophesied: ‘God shall be Sovereign over all the earth.
On that day God shall be One, and known as One.’(Zechariah
14:9)
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SIMCHAT TORAH
Those congregations that have a procession and/or Torah service
continue on page 240. Kiddush is on page 364
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111 EVENING SERVICE

We remember all those who must wander the world and have no
shelter. We think of the homeless and the refugees of all peoples,
far and near, who never found their rest in this life. May we
always help them find their home, as we pray for those who have
gone to their eternal rest.

We remember all those who have handed down Torah
throughout the generations so that it still is part of our lives today.
And we think of all who have been our teachers and guides in life
who have now gone to their eternal rest.

We remember ‘in our heart those we have known and who no
longer share this Festival with us.

Many have no mourners to remember them, and their names are
lost beyond recall. But they are never forgotten by You. May this
Kaddish be our memorial to them in this world. They have their
reward in their place of rest, for You are faithful.

Let us magnify and let us sanctify in this world the great name
of God whose will created it. May God’s kingdom come in your
lifetime, and in your days, and the lifetime of the family of Israel -
quickly and speedily may it come. Amen.

May the greatness of God’s being be blessed from eternity to
eternity.

Let us bless and let us extol, let us tell aloud and let us raise
aloft, let us set on high and let us honour, let us exalt and let us
praise the Holy One, whose name be blessed, who is far beyond
any blessing or song, any honour or any consolation that can be
spoken of in this world. Amen.

May great peace from heaven and the gift of life be granted to us
and to all the family of Israel. Amen.

May the Maker of peace in the highest bring this peace upon us
and upon all Israel. Amen.
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One of the following:
We remember all those, Jew and Gentile alike, who helped their

fellow creatures to freedom, who assisted the poor and persecuted,
and have now gone to their eternal rest.

We remember all those who have entered the covenant with God
throughout the generations to become part of the people of Israel.
And we think of all those who have felt themselves to be part of
the family of Israel, who have shared our fate, and have now gone
to their eternal rest.

We remember in our heart those we have known and who no
longer share this Festival with us.

Many have no mourners to remember them, and their names are
lost beyond recall. But they are never forgotten by You. May this
Kaddish be our memorial to them in this world. They have their
reward in their place of rest, for You are faithful.

FIMYID RII7T XYY RIT AW WD DT
375377 PRI 1wy jiovna 'mu'm 751
TR IR -2 1Y RYIYI YR

X709y ubyYy obyY 713 K27 ANY R

TN RPIN ORiInn WENY MIAYY T3
Xbyh W T2 XWTRTT Anw Sham nklig!
TPORTT RDOMN RONIYD RDTYY XDD292D
AR 1R xu‘r;g:

DUy Ry DM XMWY K31 RBYY KD
TN 3IIRY ORI

vpima oy oy

Wy DY ARy X
SRR 3R ‘:mw"b: 7

PESACH

SHAVUOT




113 EVENING SERVICE

We praise the Living God, the One whom we adore
who is outside the bounds of space and time;

who is unique, alone and far beyond compare,
outside all limitations we define;

who has no human frame, no human shape or form,
alone the source of holiness and awe.

When not a single form appeared within the world
God was the first where nothing was before.

Such is the Sovereign power that rules the universe,
each creature knows it lives in God’s domain.

But through a special grace the prophets learned God’s will
those chosen ones who guide our journeying.

No prophet has there been since Moses was our guide,
who knew the Living God and came so close.

God gave to Israel truth by which to lead their lives
taught by the faithful prophet that God chose.

God will never change the teaching we received

nor ever put another in its place.

God watches and can see the secrets in our hearts,
before each deed foresees its final ways.

Whoever loves good deeds rejoices in God’s love
but evil leads to evil that destroys.

And at the end of days, an anointed one will come
redeeming those who wait for God to save.

Life beyond all death, God gives with greatest love.
We bless for evermore Your glorious name.

3

May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God’s face turn towards you and give you peace.

Festival Greetings:

Chag sameach A joyful festival.

Moadim lesimchah Seasons for joy.
Response:

Chagim uzmanim lesasson Festivals and times for gladness.
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