
Va’era Torah Reading + Haftarah for 5781/2021

Torah Portion for Va’era:  Exodus 8:12-28

12. The Eternal said to Moses, Say to Aaron,
Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of
the land, that it may become lice throughout
all the land of Egypt.
13. And they did so; for Aaron stretched out
his hand with his rod, and struck the dust of
the earth, and it became lice in man, and in
beast; all the dust of the land became lice
throughout all the land of Egypt.
14. And the magicians did likewise with their
enchantments to bring forth lice, but they
could not; so there were lice upon man, and
upon beast.
15. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, This
is the finger of God; and Pharaoh’s heart was
hardened, and he listened not to them; as
the Eternal had said.
16. And the Eternal said to Moses, Rise up
early in the morning, and stand before
Pharaoh; lo, he comes forth to the water;
and say to him, Thus said the Eternal, Let my
people go, that they may serve me.
17. Else, if you will not let my people go,
behold, I will send swarms of flies upon you,
and upon your servants, and upon your
people, and into your houses; and the
houses of the Egyptians shall be full of
swarms of flies, and also the ground on
which they are.
18. And I will set apart in that day the land of
Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no
swarms of flies shall be there; to the end that
you may know that I am the Eternal in the
midst of the earth.
19. And I will put a division between my
people and your people; tomorrow shall this
sign be.
20. And the Eternal did so; and there came a
grievous swarm of flies into the house of
Pharaoh, and into his servants’ houses, and
into all the land of Egypt; the land was
devastated because of the swarm of flies.



21. And Pharaoh called for Moses and for
Aaron, and said, Go, sacrifice to your God in
the land.
22. And Moses said, It is not proper to do
so; for we shall sacrifice to the Eternal our
God what is abomination for the Egyptians.
Shall we sacrifice what is abomination for
the Egyptians before their eyes, and will
they not stone us?
23. We will go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, and sacrifice to the Eternal our
God, as he shall command us.
24. And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that
you may sacrifice to the Eternal your God in
the wilderness; only you shall not go very
far away; entreat for me.
25. And Moses said, Behold, I go out from
you, and I will entreat the Eternal that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow; but let not Pharaoh deal
deceitfully any more in not letting the
people go to sacrifice to the Eternal.
26. And Moses went out from Pharaoh,
and entreated the Eternal.
27. And the Eternal did according to the
word of Moses; and he removed the
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his
servants, and from his people; there
remained not one.
28. And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this
time also, neither would he let the people
go.



Haftarah for Va’Era - Ezekiel 29:8-21
8. Thus says the Eternal God: Behold, I will bring a
sword upon you, and cut off man and beast from you.
9. And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste;
and they shall know that I am the Eternal; because he
has said, The river is mine, and I have made it.
10. Behold, therefore I am against you, and against
your streams, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly
waste and desolate, from Migdol to Svene as far as
the border of Kush.
11. No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of
beast shall pass through it, nor shall it be inhabited
forty years.
12. And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the
midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities
among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate
forty years; and I will scatter the Egyptians among the
nations, and will disperse them through the lands.
13. Yet thus says the Eternal God: At the end of forty
years I will gather the Egyptians from the people
where they were scattered;
14. I will bring back the captivity of Egypt, and will
cause them to return to the land of Pathros, to the
land of their origin; and they shall be there a lowly
kingdom.
15. It shall be the most lowly of the kingdoms; and
never more shall it exalt itself above the nations; for I
will so diminish them, that they shall never again rule
over the nations.
16. Never again shall it be the reliance of the house of
Israel, recalling their iniquity, when they shall turn to
them. Then they shall know that I am the Eternal God.
17. And it came to pass in the twenty seventh year, in
the first month, in the first day of the month, the
word of the Eternal came to me, saying:
18. Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
made his army labor hard against Tyre; every head
was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled; yet
he had no wages, nor his army, for Tyre, for the labor
that he performed against it;
19. Therefore thus says the Eternal God: Behold, I will
give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon; and he shall take her multitude, and take her
booty, and take her plunder; and it shall be the wages
for his army.
20. I have given him the land of Egypt for his labor
with which he served against it, which they did for
me, says the Eternal God.
21. In that day will I cause the horn of the house of
Israel to bud forth, and I will open your mouth in the
midst of them; and they shall know that I am the
Eternal.




