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For an Evening Service.
Psalm 134 75?
A pilgrim song. nibyna 1Y
Come, bless the Lord, ﬂjﬂ?'ﬂ!}; 1273 737
all who serve the Lord, i v7ay-93
who stand night after night :n‘l'?’bﬂ S99 0°a2 orInvn

in the house of the Lord.

Raise your hands to the holy place .
and bless the Lord. ‘7!”?'“?.5_ ﬂ:'!;ﬂ
May the Lord bless you from Zion, '{1”3?? ﬂlﬂ’g ﬂD'i:,l"
the maker of heaven and earth. H @9 D"?._)'(? oy
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The New Year approaches and we prepare to see ourselves, not in the
mirror of our vanity, nor in the opinion of our neighbours, but in the
sight of God, Whose ear hears us, Whose eye sees us, and in Whose book
our lives are written.

We are not at one with ourselves, or with our neighbours or with God.
Our problems, our pride and impatience separate us from the atonement
we seek. Yet without it, we are maimed in mind and spirit. The burden of
old quarrels, whose cause we scarcely remember, weighs upon us. So too,
do the broken friendships and promises, the appeals we denied, the
requests we refused, and all the opportunities for good we rejected.

We confirm our need for reconciliation and atonement to repair our
lives and souls. In silence we remember our sins, our failings and
mistakes.

For all these sins, forgiving God, forgive us, pardon us, grant us atone-
ment.
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*I'J'? Come let us sing out to the Eternal,
call out to the rock of our safety.

Let us come before God with thanks,
call out to God with psalms.

For the Eternal is almighty God,

a mighty ruler

beyond all gods.

The depths of the earth

are in God’s hand

and also the mountain peaks.

The seais God's,

it is God who made it,

whose power has shaped the land.

For in God's hand is the soul of every
living being,
and the spirit of every person.’

The soul is Yours, and the body is your
work;

have pity on Your labour.

The soul is Yours, and the body is your
work;

O God act for the sake of Your name.
We have come on account of Your
name,

O God act for the sake of Your name.
For the sake of the glory of Your name,
for Gracious and Merciful God is your
name.

For the sake of Your name, O God,
forgive our iniguity, for it is great.

'Psalm g5:1-5, Job 12:10
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PLEAS &
HYMNS FOR
PARDON

1.

A PLEA
FOR
FORGIVE-
NESS

1.
IN GOD’S
HANDS
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One of the following three piyyutim.

We have come to seek Your presence, for our awareness of love and
truth come from You.

God, do not increase our shame! Do not send us away empty from this
service. Forgive us! Let salvation and mercy come to us from every place
where You dwell.

We have come, asking You for inner peace. Tremendous and awesome
though You are, You are our security whenever we are troubled.

Let the grace of new life come to us as we pray! Pardon us! Send us
forgiveness and mercy from every place where You dwell.

As clay in the hands of the potter
to be moulded and shaped at his will
so are we in Your hands, O God of love.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As stone in the hands of the mason

to be saved or shattered at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God of life and death.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As iron in the hands of the smith

to be held in the flame or held back at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God of the poor and weak.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As a tiller in the hands of the helmsman

to pull or ease at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God of forgiveness.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As glass in the hands of the blower

to be cooled or melted at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God who overlooks folly and sin.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As cloth in the hands of the weaver

to be plain or patterned at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God who demands and repays.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

nimbo .96

One of the following three piyyutim.
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As silver in the hands of the smelter

to be fused or refined at his will

so are we in Your hands, O God who heals all wounds.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

As clay in the hands of the potter
to be moulded and shaped at his will
so are we in Your hands, O God of love.
Look on Your covenant and not our imperfection.

Yours is the truth
and ours the shame.
For what excuse can we give,
what can we say,
what can we plead in our defence?
Instead let us examine our ways, probe them,
and find the way back to Your hand,
still stretched out in welcome.
Lacking in love, deficient in good deeds,
we approach You;
like poor people, like the needy,
we knock at Your door.
We knock at Your door, O kind and loving God.
Do not send us empty away. ;
Do not send us away empty from Your kingdom,
for it is You who listens to prayer.

Master of existence, and Lord of lords, we do not rely on our own good
deeds but on Your great mercy as we lay our needs before You. Lord,
hear! Lord, pardon! Lord, listen and act! What are we? What is our life?
What is our love? What is our justice? What is our success? What is our
endurance? What is our power? Lord our God, and God of our fathers,
what can we say before You, for in Your presence are not the powerful as
nothing, the famous as if they had never existed, the learned as if with-
out knowledge, and the intelligent as if without insight. To You most of
our actions are pointless and our daily life is shallow. Even the superior-
ity of man over the beasts is nothing. For everything is trivial except the
pure soul which must one day give its account and reckoning before the
judgment seat of Your glory.
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ilglz‘gl;ggg Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of the universe, who makes us 1’U1¥D; ’IJKJ‘-’IR "IW{{x .D?ﬁya "]'7?3 'll’rl'?N 7 ARR 9732
. holy through doing His commands, and who commands us to devote our- ) ey 5 ot o Y
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Nachmanides describes Rosh Hashanah as Yom din b’rachamim, the Day of Judgment with Mercy, and describes Yom Kippur as Yom rachamim b’din, the
Day of Mercy with Judgment. On Rosh Hashanah judgment is tempered by mercy. On Yom Kippur mercy is tempered by judgment.

The rabbis spoke of the need to combine judgment with mercy if creation is to survive and mature. In psychological terms it is similar to the theory that a
baby sometimes experiences a parent as being full of merciful responsive love, and sometimes a parent seems strict, withholding and punishing. It is a
necessary part of the child’s emotional growth to realise that one person can combine both elements. The truly loving parent combines merciful forgiving
love with judicious values that give boundaries. In that way the child will be enabled to grow morally and psychologically.

Kabbalah presents a similar description in its depiction of the sirot, the ten spiritual emanations of the flow that comes from God and mediates our
relationship with the Divine. On one side is Chesed, the flow of abundant loving-kindness. On the other side is G'vurah, the power of God manifested in the
form of stern judgment. The judgment of God limits the otherwise overwhelming all-engulfing flow of loving-kindness.

At the heart of the sfirot comes Tiferet, the beauty of God which mediates between judgment and loving-kindness. It is this harmonizing principle
combining judgment with loving-kindness that allows for the necessary life-sustaining balance. According to Kabbalah, evil comes into the world when the
balance is lost, and when judgment and loving-kindness become split and separated from each other.

What is true in the mystical description of creation is also true in the realm of the human soul. Judgment without mercy is destructive. Mercy without
judgment is damaging.

Rabbi Daniel Smith
A selection from the following six passages may be read. A selection from the following six passages may be read.

1 O God of mercy and repentance,
ISOLAT;gz here stands Your people:
they cry, they moan
and ask forgiveness for their sins
and beat their breasts.
I am alone.
My lips are shut, they will not pray.
My eye is hard, as hard as stone.
Yet God forgive me too — I am Your child?
And in my heart I also cry and moan.

I confess to You, my truest friend, my need for friendship. There are
times when I have felt let down and even betrayed. Help me to
remember the times when I have not kept faith with others or have let
them down. Then perhaps my failures may join me to them through
understanding, even if I cannot love.

I
I CONFESS

I confess to You, the Power of Love, the times I have felt unloved or
been unable to love enough. In the coming year give me the power to
love, to give without price and receive without excuse.

Abraham Vievorka . . 3
I confess to You, for in You I trust, the desires of my heart which make

111 God help me! me ashamed, and the suspicions in my mind which are neither right nor
BURDENS My head, I carry my head so high justified. I should like the courage to face them, accept them as my own,
no one I love can reach me. and with Your help transform them.
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God help me!

Wherever I go I see my slaves plodding

my loads laid on their bent necks,

my hand goes out to them, and I run after them
with my head up, on high heels.

God help me!

When I, I myself am so pale so thin
a little bread’s enough for me and
a couple of yards would do

to wrap up this body —

why are so many backs

bowed beneath my loads?

Ah God, help my haughty head, and my high heels.

Malka Heifetz Tussman

Psalm 39

For the choirmaster. Setting by Yedutun.

A psalm of David.

I said: ‘I shall examine miy way
so that I do not blaspheme with my tongue.
I shall therefore curb my mouth
when T meet a wicked person.’
So I kept dumb and silent.
I held myself in — it was no use,
for my anger only flared up.
My heart felt hot inside me.
I brooded about it and blazed up.
My tongue burst into speech:
‘Lord, let me know my fate
and how much time I have left.
Show me how fleeting is my life!
Look! How short is the span You give me;
for You, my lifetime is as nothing.
Just a breath — a man who stood so firm!
— just a shadow of someone passing by.
For just a breath, people are all worked up.
Someone’ piles up wealth
and does not know who will benefit.

mnoo 102

I confess to You, who are perfect, all my flaws and imperfections. You
know them even better than I, but You want me to acknowledge them
freely. I confess my hypocrisy and smugness, my lack of feeling and
double standards. They are not easy to see. Help me to see them.

I confess to You, because You are patient, the times I have been vain
and obstinate. Give me commonsense. Let me see myself as others see
me, and be content.

I confess to You, who understand me, all my small and silly deeds.
With embarrassment I remember my meanness, my white lies, my lack of
tact and half truths. Help me not to mislead others or mislead myself.
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And now, Lord, what can I expect?
My hope rests in You.
Free me from all my sins!
Release me from the taunt of fools!
I am dumb, I cannot open my mouth,
for this is all Your doing.
Strike me no more!

I am already crushed by the blow of Your hand.

You punish a man with the penalty for sin.
Like the moth You devour his beauty;
man is just a passing breath.

O Lord, hear my prayer,
listen to my cry!

Do not be deaf to my tears!
For I am a stranger with You
just a guest, like my fathers.

Do not look into me, let me smile again,
before I depart, and am no more.

Will You hear my voice, You who are far from me?
Will You hear my voice, wherever You are;

a voice calling aloud, a voice silently weeping,
endlessly demanding a blessing.

This busy world is vast, its ways are many;

paths meet for a moment, then part forever;

a man goes on searching, but his feet stumble,
he cannot find that which he has lost.

Perhaps my last day is already drawing near,
drawing close are the tears of parting.
I will wait for You till my days flicker out,

like Rachel waiting for the one she loved.
Rachel

mmbo 104
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OUR
PRIVATE
PRAYERS IN
PUBLIC
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X. The last Shabbat of the year is ended.
In the brief time left we bring You our praises.
Though You seem so distant, beyond all praise
we can offer,
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

We recall Isaac, willingly offered as a sacrifice to You.

The ram took his place and we too ask to
be saved.
Shield us with Your strength when we cry in the
darkness of night.
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

We have come to seek You though You seem
so far away.
Seek us out on our way and let us find You.
Do not close Your ears to our pleading.
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

Yet we are frightened to meet You, fearing
Your judgment.

Trembling and uncertain like a mother giving birth.

Unless You remove our sins, how can we face
Your wonders?
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

2. You are the creator of every living being.
You set within us healing for our distress.
Give us blessings from this hidden treasure.
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

Yet if the sins of Your community are too great,

Then only You can give us the strength that comes from You.
Give us this blessing as we journey to meet You.

Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.
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Look at our suffering and not at our sins.
Only You can make us guiltless again, God of wonders.
Listen to our pleading, O God, Lord of all creation.
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

Accept our prayer as we stand here night after night.
Receive it like the sacrifices and offerings
of the past.
Let us see this wonder, for You alone have
such power.
Hear our songs and the private prayers
within them.

Our God and king whose power rests on mercy, who works through
deeds of love and kindness, who forgives the faults of His people, whose
pardon reaches out 10 sinners and whose forgiveness to their failures —
His justice is at work in their bodies and souls. He does not pay them
back with their own evil.

O God, teach us Your own goodness and mercy. It is written in the
Torah: ‘And the Lord came down in a cloud; He stood there with him
and proclaimed the name of the Lord. Then the Lord passed before him
and proclaimed: The Lord, the Lord, a God of mercy and compas-
sion, slow to anger, generous in love and truth, showing love to

thousands, forgiving sin, wrong and failure; who pardons.’
Exodus 34:5-7

Hear our voice, Lord our God, show us mercy and compassion, accept
our prayers willingly and with love.

Turn us back to You, Lord, and we shall return; renew our lives as of
old.

Hear what we say; understand what we cannot eXpress.

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be
acceptable to You, O Lord, our rock and redeemer.

Do not send us away from our nearness to You, and do not take away
from us the spirit of Your holiness.

Do not send us away when we grow old; when our spirit fails, do not
forsake us. Lord our God, do not leave us, be not distant from us.

Our hopes rest on You alone, Lord; only You can answer us, Lord our
God!
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Psalm 130
A pilgrim song.

Out of the depths I called to You, Lord,
Lord, hear my voice.
Let Your ears listen
to the voice of my pleading.
Lord, if You should mark sins,
O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness,
for this You are held in awe.
I hope in the Lord,
my soul has hope,
and for His word I wait.
My soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
watching for the morning.
Israel, hope in the Lord,
for with the Lord is constant love,
and with Him great power to redeem.
It is He who redeems Israel
from all their sins.

OUR Our God and God of our fathers, let our prayer reach You — do not
CONFESSION  tyeq away from our pleading. For we are not so arrogant and obstinate
to claim in Your presence, our God and God of our fathers, that we are
indeed righteous people and have never sinned. But we know that both

we and those before us have sinned.

We have abused and betrayed. We are cruel.

We have destroyed and embittered other people’s lives.

We were false to ourselves.

We have gossiped about others and hated them.

We have insulted and jeered. We have killed. We have lied.
We have misled others and neglected them.

We were obstinate. We have perverted and quarrelled.

We have robbed and stolen.

We have transgressed through unkindness.

We have been both violent and weak.

We have practised extortion.

We have yielded to wrong desires, our zeal was misplaced.
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A GENERAL
JONFESSION
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We turn away from Your commandments and good judgment but it
does not help us. Your justice exists whatever happens, for You work for
truth, but we bring about evil.

The following form of confession, or the one on the facing page, may be used.

Our God and God of all creation, we have caused more harm than we
can remember and hurt more people than we ever realised, both by what
we have done and by what we have neglected to do. We dare not see the
effects of our sins. Because of Your great mercy, even for these we ask
Your pardon and forgiveness.

We ask Your pardon not only for the great sins, but for the small ones
as well. Both are part of our daily life, and You alone know what is great
and small.

For not listening to Your voice within us
For denying the needs of our soul
For making this world a god

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.
For not doing ourselves justice
For giving our money and witholding ourselves
For shrugging our shoulders

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.
For passing the blame to others
For using them for our own ends
For not taking responsibility

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.
For hoarding grudges and insults
For refusing to let go
For abandoning hope

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.
For making God in our own image
For our hypocrisy and self-righteousness
For profaning holy things

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.
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The following form of confession, or the one on the facing page, may be used.

For the sin we committed against You, through evading and avoiding,
because we could not face the truth.

For our flight into hypocrisy and deception because we did not dare to
speak it.

For the facts we dissembled, and all we glossed over, for the excuses
we made.
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For feeding our bodies and starving our souls.
For interfering with the souls of others, and neglecting their needs.
For shifting our responsibilities, for reproaches and recriminations.
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For our foolishness, our folly and false standards.
For seeing these things only in others, never in ourselves.

For our complacency which blinds us, and our self-righteousness
which lessens us.
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For calculating kindness and measuring out pity.
For charity that is cold, and prayers without feeling,
For sending in accounts for love.
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A PERSONAL
CONFESSION
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For not growing up
For believing only in this life
For forgetting eternity

Forgive us, pardon us and grant us atonement.

A SILENT

CONFESSION
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Our God and God of our fathers, have mercy on us and pardon all our
sins; grant atonement for all our iniquities, forgiveness for all our trans-
gressions.

Our God and God of all creation, we remember in silence our secret
sins and private failures in the year that has passed. They may be known
1o no one else but they are known to You, and we ask Your help and
pardon.

Some time should be left for silent meditation and confession.

Our God and God of our fathers, forgive us, pardon us and grant us
atonement.

For we are Your people and You are our God.
We are Your children and You are our father.
We are Your servants and You are our master.
We are Your community and You are our portion.
We are Your inheritance and You are our destiny.
We are Your flock and You are our shepherd.
We are Your vineyard and You are our keeper.
We are Your work and You are our creator.
We are Your beloved and You are our friend.
We are Your own and You are our nearest.
We are Your people and You are our king.
We are the people known to You and You are
the God made known by us.
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For the appeals that we ignored, and the people whom we refused.
For the affection which died, and our love that became bitter.

For the visions which faded, the ideals we neglected, and the oppor-
tunities we lost.
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For the fear of change and renewal, and for our unbelief.
For saying prayers aloud, but refusing to listen.
For being our own worst enemy.
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Our God and God of all creation, we remember in silence our secret
sins and private failures in the year that has passed. They may be known
to no one else but they are known to You, and we ask Your help and
pardon.

Some time should be left for silent meditation and confession.

19327992 1% 20 .Y n20 ninbo 3178 092 YN

A2 THR) I3 NX APTOR IHK) T

b St |

.
MPF0 AAR) PToOR NR AN TAK) TIY Y
1

3P THR) TR NR 0PI AKX IN7M DR
ATIX IRY ANLYD NR WM AKX 72 N

3297 AOR) NP0 NRNTIT AKX NI NN

AIPRRR TRR) PIRRD IR 113'?73 X) JR¥ 1R

o R ] "= b



I
OUR FATHER
OUR KING

159 ROSH HASHANAH EVENING SERVICE

One of the following two passages.

Our Father, our King, we have sinned before You.

Our Father, our King, we have no king but You.

Our Father, our King, help us for Your own sake.

Our Father, our King, grant us a new year of goodness.

Our Father, our King, keep Your children safe from disease and violence,
hunger and persecution.

Our Father, our King, abolish all oppressive laws against us.

Our Father, our King, bring true healing to our sick.

Our Father, our King, pardon us and forgive all our iniquities.

Our Father, our King, record us in the Book of Life for a decent
life and livelihood.

Our Father, our King, remember that we are but dust.

Our Father, our King, remember us for a good life.

Our Father, our King, record us in the Book for redemption
and salvation.

Our Father, our King, strengthen Your people Israel.

Our Father, our King, help us to return to You in complete
repentance.

Our Father, our King, hear our voice, show us Your mercy
and compassion.

Our Father, our King, spare us, our young and our children.

Our Father, our King, let this hour be an hour of mercy
and a time You favour.

Our Father, our King, do this because of those who are killed
in Your name.

Our Father, our King, do not send us away empty from Your
presence.

Our Father, our King, answer us with Your grace, for we lack good
deeds; deal with us in charity and love, and save us.
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One of the following two passages.
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117 SELICHOT SERVICE

The public prayers come to their close, but our private prayers remain
and continue with us outside this place. The days of self-examination
and judgment are upon us, upon each one of us alone and upon all of us
together in community.

We know how hard it is to change and without help the task would be
beyond us. For we battle against a selfish society and the selfishness
within us. We face what we have tried to avoid in ourselves. We try to
conquer the habits of a lifetime.

Lord God of power and might, who performed wonders for our ances-
tors and led them out of their ignorance and darkness into knowledge
and light, perform a wonder in us too. Lead us step by step to goodness
and atonement.

May this be Your will. Amen.

One of the following two piyyutim.

He answered Abraham our father on Mount Moriah.
May He answer us.

He answered his son Isaac, bound on the altar.
May He answer us.

He answered Jacob, praying at Beth EL
May He answer us.

He answered Moses at Mount Sinai.
May He answer us.

He answered Aaron bringing his sacrifice.
May He answer us.

He answered Hannah at Shilo.
May He answer us.

He answered David and Solomon his son in Jerusalem.
May He answer us.

He answered Elijah on Mount Carmel.

May He answer us.

He answered Jonah in the belly of the fish.

May He answer us.

He answered Daniel in the lions’ den.

May He answer us.

He answered Mordechai and Esther in the city of Shushan.

May He answer us.
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The public prayers come to their close, but our private prayers remain
and continue with us outside this place. The days of self-examination
and judgment are upon us, upon each one of us alone and upon all of us
together in community.

We know how hard it is to change and without help the task would be
beyond us. For we battle against a selfish society and the selfishness
within us. We face what we have tried to avoid in ourselves. We try to
conquer the habits of a lifetime.

Lord God of power and might, who performed wonders for our ances-
tors and led them out of their ignorance and darkness into knowledge

and light, perform a wonder in us too. Lead us step by step to goodness
and atonement.
May this be Your will. Amen.

One of the following two piyyutim.
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GUARDIAN
OF ISRAEL

119 SELICHOT SERVICE

He answered Ezra the Scribe in exile.

May He answer us.

He answered Yochanan ben Zakkai when the Temple was destroyed.

May He answer us.

He answered Akiba in the hour of his martyrdom.

May He answer us.

He answered Maimonides who sought Him with reason.

May He answer us.

He answered the Baal Shem Tov who saw the holy in the profane.

May He answer us.

He answered the chalutzim, who made the desert bloom.

May He answer us.

He answered Moses Mendelssohn, who sought our enlightenment.

May He answer us.

He answered Leo Baeck as darkness descended.

May He answer us.

He answered Anne Frank who conquered hatred.

May He answer us.

He answered the refugees, who rebuilt their Jewish life.

May He answer us.

He answered the righteous -and pious, the honest and the upright.

May He answer us.

Guardian of Israel, guard the remnant of Israel.
Let Israel not perish who daily declare: ‘Hear O Israel!’

Guardian of this unique nation, guard the remnant
of a people who are one;
Let this nation that stands alone not perish,
who daily declare: “The Lord is our God, the Lord is Onel’

Guardian of this holy nation, guard the remnant of a holy people.
Let this holy nation not perish, who daily declare:
‘Holy, holy is the Lord!’

You, who are moved by prayer and reached by supplication,
accept the prayers and supplications of our troubled
generation, for there is no one else to help.
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121 SELICHOT SERVICE

Our Father, our king, answer us with Your grace,
for we lack good deeds.
Deal with us in charity and love and save us.

We do not know what to do — so we turn to You.
Remember Your mercy and love, for they endure forever.

May Your love be with us, for we hope in You.
Do not recall the sins of our past.
In Your mercy help us soon, for we are brought so very low.

Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy, for we have had
our fill of shame.
You alone know our real nature; remember that we are but dust.

Help us, O Lord of deliverance, for the sake of Your glory.
Save us and forgive all our sins, for such is Your nature.

Let us magnify and let us sanctify the great name of God in the world
which He created according to His will. May His kingdom come in your
lifetime, and in your days, and in the lifetime of the family of Israel —
quickly and speedily may it come. Amen.

May the greatness of His being be blessed from eternity to eternity.

Let us bless and let us extol, let us tell aloud and let us raise aloft, let
us set on high and let us honour, let us exalt and let us praise the Holy
One — blessed be He! — though He is far beyond any blessing or song,
any honour or any consolation that can be spoken of in this world.
Amen.

May the prayers and pleas of all Israel be accepted by their Father in
heaven. Amen.

May great peace from heaven and the gift of life be granted to us and
to all the family of Israel. Amen.

May He who makes peace in the highest bring this peace upon us and
upon all Israel. Amen.

The service concludes with Yigdal (page 165) or V’ye’etayu (page 589) or Avinu
Malkenu (page 159).
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Eternal Lord who ruled alone
before creation of all forms,

when all was made at His desire
then as the king was He revealed.

And after everything shall end
alone, in wonder, will He reign,
as once He was, so is He now,
the glory that will never change.

He is the One, no other is
to be compared, to stand beside,
neither before, nor following,

His is the strength and His the might.

This is my God, my life He saves,

the rock I grasp in deep despair,
the flag I wave, the place I hide,
He shares my cup the day I call.

Within His hand I lay my soul

both when I sleep and when I wake,
and with my soul my body too,

my Lord is close I shall not fear.
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